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Goulburn, N.S. W
Pocket Atlas of Human Anatomy, 3rd Edition;
H. Feneis and W. Dauber; Georg Thieme Verlag, Postfach 301120 D-70451, Stuttgart, Germany; DM39.00; 125 x 190 mm; pp. 480. The Pocket Atlas of Human Anatomy is a book of 480 pages providing definitions and line drawings of human gross-and neuro-anatomy. The line drawings are excellent, as good as you will see in monochrome. For an anaesthetist its role would not be as a primary text, but rather as a means to "clarify sometimes unfamiliar anatomical concepts with which they are confronted". I put it to the test by finding twenty anatomical terms in this Journal from 1993, and seeking them in the Pocket Atlas. Few entries were as they appeared in this Journal. The lateral cutaneous nerve of the thigh appears as nervus cutaneus femoris lateralis in the index, the glottic inlet under glottis. I had no difficulty finding ligamenta flava, piriformis, sacral hiatus and ansa cervicalis, but looked in vain for ansa hypoglossi. The atlanto-axial joint is to be found under lateral atlanto-axial joint, and there are no listings in the index for lumbar spine, paravertebral muscles, axillary sheath, hypopharynx or Buck's fascia.
In a perfect world we anaesthetists would express ourselves in accordance with the official Nomina Anatomica. In our real but imperfect world the apparent shortcomings of this Atlas are more a measure of our tendency to use outdated or unofficial anatomical terms. That is scarcely the fault of the Atlas, but it will limit its usefulness to a reader seeking to clarify terms such as Buck's fascia.
There is a place for this atlas in departmental libraries, where it should serve as a reference. The anaesthetist seeking to learn anatomy would be better served by Ellis's Anatomy for Anaesthetists or a well equipped anatomy museum, but the anaesthetist seeking to clarify a term will usually be better served by the Pocket Atlas. Better still, the hopeful author should check the manuscript against the Pocket Atlas and supplement unofficial jargon with the appropriate anatomical terminology. Referees might consider doing likewise.
M. E. JONES Flinders University, S.A. Written entirely by the late John Bonica, it was for many years the most exhaustive and comprehensive text available in the field. But time moves on and the original masterpiece was sorely in need of revision. Bonica, meanwhile, had shifted his energies to meet new challenges and many anaesthetists must have presumed that there would never be a new edition of this much-loved text. Happily, this was not so. Despite his many other activities and ill health, John Bonica and John McDonald began the mammoth task of revising and editing a second edition.
As one might expect from such a mighty tome, the subject is covered in great depth. Each chapter is fully comprehensive, well-illustrated and thoroughly referenced. Naturally, the content and style reflects North American practice but most of the 58 authors have been sufficiently worldly to examine literature from beyond their shores. I must confess I found some chapters rather heavy going and inconclusive in parts-but then, the editors' aim was to write a "definitive source of reference". This they have certainly done and, after all, the reader must expect
